The years during which Jones lived in India, 1783-94, were very
significant in more than one way. Although he came as a judge, his
masn interest lay in literary pursuit and juristical activity. He was the
first Englishman to respond poetically to the Indian setting and the
singular phenomenon of Anglo-Indian literature really started with
him. He uas , besides, the fir^t English scholar to master fno Sanskn;
language and interpret Eastern classics to the Westerner. Again, he was
the pioneer of philological studies in India.

Fortunately for Jones, Warren Hastings, the ruler of Bengal
since! 772, was one who encouraged Indologicai studies. In fact, it was
from him that Jones had hss first taste of the C/ta. There was also an
active group of young officers who were evincing a keen interest in the
subject Among them were'Charles Wilkms, Nathaniel Halhed (a friend
of Jones's since 1768), John Shore, Francis Gladwm, John Carnac,
Jonathan Duncan and William Chambers'.33

While Jones was happy that the climate was conducive to Oriental
studies, he also realized that the task was too big for him to undertake
independently. He sent out a circular letter in January 1784 with the
suggestion that a society should be established in Calcutta, on the lines
of the Royal Society in London, for promoting Oriental studies.
Accordingly, on 15 January 1784, thirty gentlemen assembled in the
Grand Jury Room of the Supreme Court of Calcutta. Sir Robert Chambers,
the Chief Justice, took the chair at the first meeting and Jones delivered
his first discourse. The Society came into being and thus began a new
glorious era in the history of Oriental studies. When Warren Hastings
declined the offer, Jones became its president. The Society had verily
taken all knowledge for its province and extended the methods of Bacon
to the field of Oriental scholarshi p. Its aim was to enquire into the civil
and natural history, the arts and antiquities, and the sciences and literature
of Asia. Jones's eleven anniversary discourses and contributions to the
Asiatic Researches mark a bright and fruitful phase in the history of
Indologicai studies.

He set before himself an ambitious programme of action. The
day started for him well before dawn and his daily schedule included
the study of Sanskrit and law. Every evening he used to spend an hour
with his wife reading Italian. He spent his holidays in Krishnagar and
other places avidly looking for material for research, which would be of
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